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A  

acequia - an irrigation ditch or canal.  

acre – 43,560 sq ft. – Measurement of agricultural land.  Often referred to as about the size 
of a football field. 

acre-foot - the volume of water that would cover one acre to a depth of one foot.  

ADG - Average Daily Gain. The amount of body weight gain in a day.  

agribusiness - producers and manufacturers of agricultural goods and services, such as 
fertilizer and farm equipment makers, food and fiber processors, wholesalers, transporters, 
and retail food and fiber outlets.  

AI -  Artificial Insemination. Impregnating an animal through artificial means, not through 
natural breeding.  

annual - any plant which completes its entire life cycles and dies within one year or less. 
 

aquifer – a stratum of earth or permeable rock that stores significant quantities of water. 
 

AUM -  Animal Unit Month. The amount of forage required by a mature cow (or other 
grazing animal) and her calf for one month. 

B 

bacteria- very small, single-celled microorganisms having round, round-like, spiral or 
filamentous bodies. 

baler – a farm implement that is used to compress hay or straw into bales.  

barrow - a male pig castrated before reaching sexual maturity.  

BFP - Basic Formula Price, determined by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, that serves 
as a basis for pricing milk in the United States. The BFP is calculated monthly based on 
previous BFP and the price of cheese.  

bind weed – perennial plant with extensive root system; classified as a noxious weed in 
Kansas. 
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biological control - controlling plants, diseases, and animal pests using natural enemies; 
or inhibiting the reproduction of pests by methods that result in the laying of infertile 
eggs, etc.  

biological diversity - richness and abundance of species, and variety of natural 
communities. Both the number of species and the number of individuals within each 
species are important in considering the extent of biological diversity in an area. Also 
referred to as biodiversity.  

biotechnology – A collection of technologies applied to medicine, agriculture, and 
environmental management that solve problems or enhance product though cellular and 
molecular processes. 

boar - a sexually mature male hog.  

bran- the outer layers of the grain of cereals such as wheat, removed during the process of 
milling. 

breeding stock – sexually mature male and female livestock that are retained to produce 
offspring.  

broiler – young bird raised for meat; also called a fryer. 

brush - commonly refers to undesirable shrubs and small trees.  

BST - Bovine Somatotropin, commonly referred to as growth hormone. Produced 
naturally by the cow, stimulates metabolic functions related to growth and milk 
production.  

bull - an uncastrated male bovine. 

bushel - a unit of weight equal to 56 pounds. 39.4 bushels of corn equals approximately 1 
metric ton. 

C 

calf crop - the number or percentage of calves produced in a herd within a given year 
relative to the number of cows and heifers exposed to breeding.  

calving – the process of a mother cow giving birth. 
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canopy - the uppermost layer in a forest, formed collectively by tree crowns.  

carbohydrate- any of a group of organic compounds that includes; sugars, starches, 
celluloses, and gums.  Serves as a major energy source in the diets of animals. 

carbon sequestration – the process through which agricultural and forestry practices 
remove carbon dioxide (CO2) from the atmosphere. The term ‘sinks’ is also used to describe 
agricultural and forestry lands that absorb CO2. 

chisel - a farm implement used to break through and shatter compacted or otherwise 
impermeable layers of soil.  

class I milk - milk that is used for fluid use.  

class II milk – milk that is used to make soft products, such as yogurt, ice cream and 
cottage cheese. 

Class III milk – milk that is used to make hard products, such as cheese, butter and non-fat 
dry milk. 

clear-cut harvest - a harvest and regeneration technique removing all the trees (regardless 
of size) on an area. Clearcutting is commonly used with shade-intolerant species such as 
Douglas fir or lodgepole pine, which require full sunlight to reproduce and grow well. 
Clearcutting produces an even-aged stand of trees.  

cocklebur – a weed with small heads covered with hooked burrs that infests and crowds out 
soybean plants.  

colt – a young male horse under 4 years old. 

combine – a self-propelled or tractor-drawn machine which cuts, threshes, and cleans the 
standing crop while moving across the field. It is adapted to harvesting all the small grains – 
soybeans, grain sorghums, peanuts, beans, etc. In some areas, the crop is cut and placed in 
windrows by a swather (windrower), and a combine with a pickup attachment gathers the 
grain and threshes it at a later date.  

contour farming - field operations such as plowing, planting, cultivating, and harvesting on 
the contour, or at right angles to the natural slope to reduce soil erosion, protect soil fertility, 
and use water more efficiently.  
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COOL – County of Origin Labeling – a program through the USDA Agriculture Market 
Service that requires retailers to provide labeling for certain products stating the country 
where the product originated. Products required to meet COOL standards include meat, 
perishable agriculture commodities, nuts and ginseng.  

cord - a stack of wood that has a gross volume of 128 cubic feet. A standard cord 
measures 4 feet x 4 feet x 8 feet.  

corn – the common name for maize. A cereal grain which produces ears containing 
kernels, usually yellow in color. Corn is used for livestock feed, human consumption 
(sweet corn), and many byproducts, such as ethanol, syrup, glue, and many others.   

cover - vegetation or other natural shelter serving to conceal wildlife from predators.  

cow – female bovine which has calved.   (Also See Heifer) 

crossbreeding - the mating of animals of different breeds. For example, breeding a 
Hereford cow with an Angus bull.  

cull - to select inferior animals from the herd for potential sale.  

cultivar - the name officially given for all cultivated varieties of plants.  

cultivator - a machine used to till the upper portion of the soil, primarily used to destroy 
weeds or form a moisture retaining mulch.    

D 

deciduous tree - a tree that loses its leaves or needles during the fall and winter.  

DHIA -  Dairy Herd Improvement Association. A nationwide system of performance 
testing and records processing for dairy producers.  

disc – a tractor-drawn implement composed of circular plates used to break through and 
stir the soil.  Is often used in the fall to get rid of weeds that have grown and prepare the 
soil for seeding. 

ditch rider -  manages water for an irrigation district. This person is responsible for 
delivering water through ditches to farmers for irrigation.  
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dormant / dormancy - a biological process in which a plant ceases most growth activities 
and simply maintains existing tissue.  

double crop – the planting of a second crop right after the first one is harvested to obtain 2 
crops in 1 year. 

dowsing (water witching) - using a forked stick or wire to locate underground water.  

drill - a farm implement for planting seeds which forms a small furrow, deposits the seed in 
dribbles, covers the seed, and packs soil over it. It can also deposit fertilizer, lime, or other 
amendments into the soil, alone or with the seed.  

drip irrigation - a method used to place irrigation water near plants' roots through pipes or 
tubes. This reduces water evaporation and runoff, but may not be cost effective for all crops.  

dry cow - a cow that is not lactating (giving milk).  

dry period - a rest period between lactations when a cow is not lactating, normally 60 days 
in duration.  

dryland farming - farming on non-irrigated land. Success is based on rainfall, moisture-
conserving tillage, and drought-resistant crops.  

E 

E-10 – clean motor fuel blended at a rate of 10 percent ethanol and 90 percent gasoline; any 
gasoline vehicle can run on this blend. (See Also ethanol). 

E-85 - clean motor fuel blended at a rate of 85 percent ethanol and 15 percent gasoline; 
vehicles with proper fuel systems, known as flex-fuel vehicles, can run on this blend. (See 
Also ethanol). 

elevator- a building in which grain is stored and handled.  It is equipped with devices for 
hoisting and discharging grain. 

enriched- to add nutrients such as vitamins and minerals to food to enhance its nutritive 
value. 
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entomology - the study of insects and their environments.  

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) - a document evaluating the probable 
consequences of a proposed project that might significantly alter the environment. 
Required by the National Environmental Policy Act (1969) for any such project a U.S. 
government agency plants to undertake, regulate, or fund. An EIS is released in draft form 
(DEIS) to other agencies and the public for comment and review.  

estrus (heat) - the recurrent, restricted period of sexual receptivity in livestock. Non-
pregnant cows and heifers usually come in heat 18 to 21 days following their previous 
estrus.  

ethanol - clean motor fuel derived through the conversion of starch by processing corn; 
typically mixed in the U.S. at 10 percent ethanol, 90 percent gasoline. 

evergreen tree - a tree that retains some or most of its leaves, or needles, throughout the 
year.  

ewe - a female sheep of any age.  

exotic species - a non-native plant or animal species introduced by humans, either 
deliberately or accidentally. 

F 

fallow - cropland left idle during the growing season.  

Family Farm – 98% of all U.S. Farms are owned by individuals, family partnerships or 
family corporations. 

Farrow – the process of a mother sow (swine) giving birth. 

Farrow to Finish – used to refer to an operation which keeps pigs from the time they are 
born until they are sold for slaughter. 

fed (or fat) cattle - cattle that have been finished, usually in the feedlot, and are ready for 
slaughter.  

feeder cattle - cattle past the calf stage that have weight increased making them salable as 
feedlot replacements.  
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feedlot - a confinement facility where cattle are fed to produce beef for the commercial 
trade. May be under a roof or outdoors.  

field corn - any variety of corn that is grown extensively in large fields primarily for 
livestock feed, as contrasted with the horticultural varieties, such as sweet corn or popcorn. 
Most field corn is of the dent variety.  

filly - a female horse less than three years old.  

firebreak - an existing barrier, or one constructed before a fire occurs, from which all or 
most flammable materials have been removed.  

fleece - the wool coat of a sheep.  

foal - a young horse of either sex, less than one year old.  

forage - herbaceous plants or plant parts fed to domestic animals.  

forbs - green broadleaf weeds.  

forestry - the science, art, and practice of managing and protecting tree and forest resources 
for human benefit. 

full till – conventional soil tillage system where the soil is cultivated multiple times prior to 
planting.  

fungicide - see pesticide.  

futures contract - an agreement between two people one who sells and agrees to deliver, 
and one who buys and agrees to receive a certain kind, quality, and quantity of products to 
be delivered during a specified delivery month at a specified price.  

G 

gelding - a castrated male horse.  

gestation – pregnancy, most commonly used to refer to the period of pregnancy for pigs, 
which runs 112-114 days in length. 

gilt - sexually mature female hog, prior to having her first litter.  
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           grain- a small, hard seed.  The seed of a food plant such as wheat, corn, rye, oats, rice or                 

millet. 

 grain bin- also known as a silo.  Is a structure used for storing bulk materials like grain. 

 green manure - a crop planted with the intention of turning it under for use as organic   

 matter.  

Gross Farm Income – total income for the year before expenses. 

groundwater - water within the earth that supplies wells and springs.  

H  

half section – 320 acres of land. 

hardwood - a term describing broadleaf trees, usually deciduous, such as oaks, maples, 
cottonwood, ashes, and elms. 

   harvest- the season when ripened crops are gathered. 

heifer – female bovine which has not yet calved. (Also See Cow). 

hen – female poultry. 

herbicide – see pesticide. 

hog – generic term for all swine. (Also See Pig and Swine). 

home range - the area within which the activities of an animal are confined. The 
boundaries may be marked, such as by scent marking, and also may be defended, 
depending on the species.  

homogenization - the process of physically reducing the particle size of fat in milk, thus 
enabling even distribution of fat throughout the milk. 

I  

insecticide - see pesticide.  

integrated pest management (IPM) - using the best features of chemical, biological, and 
cultural controls in an overall pest control program.  
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J 

Johnson Grass – course perennial grass which can grow six to eight feet tall; classified as a 
noxious weed in Kansas, it spreads quickly and can crowd out crops causing reduced yields. 

K 

kernel  - The inner softer part of a seed, fruit stone or nut. 

L  

lactation - the time between calving during which a cow produces milk; usually 10 months.  

lamb - a young sheep, less than one year old.  

land-grant universities - state colleges and universities started from federal government 
grants of land to each state to encourage further practical education in agriculture, home 
economics, and the mechanical arts.  

layer - hens that lay eggs for food. 

legume - a family of plants, including many valuable food and forage species, such as peas, 
beans, soybeans, peanuts, clovers, and alfalfas. They can convert nitrogen from the air to 
build up nitrogen in the soil.  

M 

mastitis - an infection and inflammation of the udder in cows.  

maize – another term for corn, used by the first colonists to the Americas.  

mare – female horse who has matured and had a foal. 

milking parlor - a facility that functions to extract milk from a cow by means of vacuum.  

  miller-  a person who owns or operates a mill.  A mill grinds grain into flour.  

  milling-  the act of a grinding grain into flour and other cereal products. 
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milo - a small drought-resistant grain sorghum with compact bearded heads of large 
yellow or whitish seeds. (See Also grain sorghum). 

minimum till –  a soil tillage system which practices the minimum soil manipulation 
necessary for crop production; less intensive and aggressive than conventional tillage.  

Musk thistle – biennial plant characterized by its tall, spiny stem and purple, puff-shaped 
flowers; classified as a noxious weed in Kansas for its invasion of open lands.  

mutton - meat from sheep that are over one year old.  

N 

National Animal Identification System (NAIS) – a voluntary program through the 
USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) intended to create a national 
identification database to allow quicker response in the case of disease outbreak. 

nematicide - see pesticide. 

net farm income - the money and non-money income form operators realize from 
farming as a return for labor, investment, and management after production expenses have 
been paid. Net farm income is measure in two ways net farm income before inventory 
adjustment and net farm income after inventory adjustment. Net farm income doesn't 
include changes in the value of inventories such as crops and livestock at the end of the 
year.  

no-till – a soil tillage system where the soil is left undisturbed between harvesting and 
planting cycles; used to reduce erosion. 

O 

oil seed crops - primarily soybeans, peanuts, cottonseed, and flaxseed used for the 
production of oils for cooking, protein meals, and nonfood uses. Less common oil crops 
include sunflower, safflower, castor beans, and sesame.  

open - a term commonly used to refer to a non-pregnant female.  

organic- a production system that excludes the use of synthetic pesticides and fertilizers, 
genetically modified organisms, antibiotics, and hormones.  
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P 

pasteurization - the process of heating milk to kill pathogens that may be harmful to 
humans.  

pasture - a fenced area of forage, usually improved, on which animals are grazed.  

pesticide - used to destroy pests. Fungicides (destroys fungus), herbicides (destroys plants), 
insecticides (destroys insects), and nematicides (destroys nematodes) are all pesticides.  

perennial - a plant that lives for more than two years.  

permanent pasture - pasture of perennial or self-seeding annual plants maintained through 
several years of grazing.  

Photosynthesis - the process plants use to change air and water into food, using the sun's 
energy.  

piglet – baby pig 

pig – another name for swine; swine that have not yet matured and weigh less than 125 
pounds. 

pigweed – a group of several species of annual weeds that invest crops, reducing yields and 
interfering with harvest.  

pivot irrigation – a method of crop irrigation in which equipment rotates around a pivot. A 
circular area centered on the pivot is irrigated, often creating a circular pattern in crops 
when viewed from above. 

planter – an implement used to prepare the seed bed,  put the seed into the ground, and 
cover the seed all in one application. 

polled - naturally hornless cattle; having no horns.  

Posilac - trade name for rBST marketed by Protiva, a unit of Monsanto.  

power-take-off (PTO) - a powered shaft, usually extending from the rear of the tractor and 
driven by the tractor motor, to supply rotative power to an attached or trailing implement 
such as a combine, hay baler, mower, etc.  
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progeny - the offspring of animals.  

protein supplement - a feed containing protein, vitamins, and minerals which is fed to 
livestock to provide a complete diet. 

pullet – young female poultry. 

Q 

quarter – 160 acres of land. 

R 

ragweed – an invasive weed, most commonly known for its allergy-causing pollen.   

ram (or buck) - a male sheep of any age.  

rangeland - a large open land area on which livestock wander and graze. The native 
vegetation is mainly grasses, forbs, and shrubs.  

rBST - Recombinant BST, produced by genetically modified bacteria. Increases milk 
yield of dairy cows when administered properly.  

riparian - pertaining to the area along the banks of a river, stream, or lake.  

rooster – male poultry. 

rotation (or crop rotation) - the growing of different crops, in recurring succession, on 
the same land.  

row crops - the rows or planting beds are far enough apart to permit the operation of 
machinery between them for cultural operations.  

S 

section – a surveyed parcel of land containing 640 acres; one square mile.  

seedstock - pedigreed or well-bred livestock which are maintained for breeding purposes; 
a specially selected strain of plants or seeds which are to be used as parents for future 
generations.  
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selection harvest - harvesting individual trees or small groups of trees at periodic intervals 
(usually 8 to 15 years) based primarily on their vigor and age. Selection harvesting 
perpetuates and uneven-aged stand.  

semi-truck –  a vehicle used for hauling freight, with a detachable trailer pulled by a large 
truck tractor��Also called a tractor-trailer or, simply, semi. 

 sickle- An implement having a semicircular blade attached to a short handle, used for    

 cutting grain or tall grass. 

silage - a crop that has been preserved in a moist, succulent condition by partial 
fermentation in a tight container (silo) above or below ground. The chief crops stored in this 
way are corn (the whole plant), sorghum, and various legumes and grasses. The main use of 
silage is in cattle feed.  

sire - the male parent; to father or become the sire of.  

slaughter – the killing and butchering of animals for food. 

sorghum - a cereal grass used mainly for feedgrain or silage.  

sow - a sexually mature female hog, after having her first litter.  

soybeans - a legume crop, native to the Orient, used mainly in the United States for high 
protein feed and oil.  

stag - a male bovine castrated after puberty.  

stallion - an unaltered (uncastrated) male horse.  

stand - a recognizable area of plants that is relatively homogeneous and can be managed as 
a single unit.  

steer - a male bovine castrated early in life, usually as a calf.  

stockers (or stocker cattle) - heifers and/or steers that are being grown on pasture or other 
forage for later sale as feedlot replacements.  

sustainable agriculture – an integrated system of farming that will over the long term , 
satisfy food and fiber needs by the most efficient use of resources.  
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sweet corn – a variety of corn grown for human consumption.  

T 

total mixed ration – a diet where all the feed ingredients are blended together to 
ensure every bit is nutritionally balanced.  

tractor – a vehicle used to pull farm implements. 

U  

udder – the mammary, or milk-producing, gland in some mammals, including 
cows, goats, sheep and horses.  

V  

velvetleaf – an annual shrub-like weed that can invade crops such as soybeans and 
corn. 

veterinarian – a doctor who specializes in the care of animals. 

W 

watershed - an area of land that collects and discharges water into a single stream 
or other outlet. Also called a catchment or drainage basin.  

wether - a castrated male sheep.  

wheat - annual flowergrass with long dense flowerspikes and white to dark red 
grains, primary ingredient in bread and important in animal feeds. 

X   

No terms available at this time. 

Y  

yield – the amount or quantity produced or returned (yield of wheat per acre). 
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Z  

No terms available at this time. 

 


