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SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE

National Farm Safety & Health Week

September 18-24, 2011
Manhattan – National Farm Safety & Health Week is an annual promotion commemorating the hard work, diligence and sacrifices of our nation’s farmers and ranchers.  This event marks the 68th year of recognition, according to ___________ with the ______________ County Farm Bureau Association. 

An emphasis on a culture of safety is vital to the farming and ranching industry.  As in the majority of large industries, larger, established farms and ranches have documented safety and health programs. For many of the smaller operations, safety programs are more difficult to develop.
 
There are many workers engaged in the growing and harvesting of our food and fiber. Ergonomics, proper tools and equipment, appropriate clothing, sleep deprivation and weather conditions are among the many issues that could affect the safety and health of these workers. 


The grain production industry continues to be one of the most dangerous aspects of crop production. Kansas reported grain bin incidents, auger related injuries, PTO incidents, and several related fatalities in 2010. Grain storage units are a familiar sight through much of the state and family members of all ages involved in the industry. 


As we recognize National Farm Safety & Health Week this September, please join us in promoting safe and healthy practices on our farms and ranches across Kansas and the U.S. this harvest season.
For more information, log on to www.kfb.org/safety.   Kansas Farm Bureau is the state’s largest general farm organization, representing grassroots agriculture.  Established in 1919, KFB is a non-profit organization supporting farm families. 
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