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SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE

National Farm Safety & Health Week

September 19-25, 2010 
Manhattan – National Farm Safety & Health Week is an annual promotion commemorating the hard work, diligence and sacrifices of our nation’s farmers and ranchers.  This event marks the 67th year of recognition. 

ATVs are the cause of countless accidents on the farm and in rural areas. ATVs can easily tip over at high speeds or on rough terrain, sending drivers and riders flying off or getting caught underneath the wheels.  Safe ATV practices are absolutely necessary for all operators says _____________________, ______________ county Farm Bureau. 
Every year, there are more all-terrain vehicles in operation and the operators cover a wide range in age and ability.  The U.S. Consumer Product and Safety Commission reported 410 deaths related to ATV use in 2008 (seven were reported in Kansas) and estimates over 135,000 injuries treated in our nation’s emergency rooms.  Although all the 2008 data is not complete, this potentially represents a decrease from 2007 and 2006 – and that is good news!

We hope that safety awareness, community based education efforts, and attention to age appropriate use of ATVs is making a difference.  For the most up to date regulations in your state related to ATV use, go to www.ATVSafety.gov and click on your state.  Legislation and training is not consistent from state to state.
As we recognize National Farm Safety & Health Week this September, please join us in promoting safe and healthy practices on our farms and ranches across the U.S. as producers enter the fall harvest season.  

For more information, visit www.kfb.org/safety.   Kansas Farm Bureau is the state’s largest general farm organization, representing grassroots agriculture.  Established in 1919, KFB is a non-profit organization supporting farm families. 
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