
2023-2024 Kansas FFA Discussion Meet Question Resources 
 

FFA: 
One of the pillars of the agricultural education model that makes it uniquely successful is 

Supervised Agricultural Experiences (SAE). How can we help individual FFA members 

understand the value of SAEs and get connected to meaningful experiences during their time as 

a member?  

- SAE for ALL 

- SAE Philosophy and Principles 

- What SAE for ALL is 

- National Council Report on Philosophies and Principles of SAE 

- Explore SAE for ALL Opportunities 

 

Agriculture Education: 
An important part of a student’s education is discovering career paths and gaining hands-on 

experiences alongside career professionals in the industry. For example, programs like “Ag 

Immersion Events” provide structure for experiencing specific career options first-hand. How 

can agricultural education improve or enhance career exploration opportunities for students? 

- Immersion Experience Article 1 

- Immersion Experience Article 2 

- Innovative Agriculture Education Program 

- AgExplorer Website Information 

- CDE/LDE Information 

 

Crops: 
Innovation has always been an important part of U.S. agriculture. In Kansas, we are seeing the 

rise of both new commodities and production methods to help farmers enter the industry and 

diversify their operations through things like hemp, cotton and hydroponics. How can FFA help 

young and aspiring farmers discover and find success with new production practices, crops and 

markets? 

- Emerging Crops in the Midwest  

- Specialty Crops in Kansas  

- Kansas Agriculture Overview 

- Regenerative Agriculture 

- Industrial Hemp KDA 

- Hemp in Kansas 

- Vertical Farming Technology 

https://saeforall.org/
https://thecouncil.ffa.org/sae/
https://www.ffa.org/sae/ffa-works-toward-sae-for-all/
https://ffa.app.box.com/s/i8ntesw8zsajaxxdnj5cle6zaf0a6za3
https://www.ffa.org/ffa-video-center/sae-for-all/
https://www.farmprogress.com/livestock/students-explore-feed-yard-job-opportunities
https://www.farmprogress.com/farm-business/ils-hosts-immersion-experience-for-high-school-students
https://twinvalley.com/innovative-ag-ed-program-to-house-students-from-across-kansas/
https://www.ffa.org/career-success/start-exploring-careers-with-agexplorer/
https://www.ksffa.org/career-leadership-development-events/
https://agupdate.com/illinoisfarmertoday/news/crop/emerging-crops-diversify-acres-in-the-midwest/article_47993ec2-21f5-11ec-ab1e-27ed575ce5e7.html
https://cdn.agclassroom.org/ks/resource/guides/plants/05specialty.pdf
https://farmflavor.com/kansas-agriculture/
https://kansaslivingmagazine.com/articles/2021/02/01/how-regenerative-agriculture-is-improving-farming
https://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/plant-protect-weed-control/industrial-hemp
https://kansasreflector.com/2022/12/20/positive-change-on-horizon-for-hemp-products-and-hemp-farmers-in-kansas/
https://kansasfreedomfarms.com/vertical-farms


- Hydroponics in a Kansas school 

 

Natural Resources: 
In September 2022, 67 out of 105 Kansas counties were under emergency status due to 

drought conditions. Reduced rainfall adversely affects livestock and crop operations' 

productivity. How are Kansas farmers and ranchers currently adapting to the short and long-

term effects of drought and depleting water resources and what innovative approaches can be 

adopted to remain viable and profitable? 

- Kansas Drought Information 

- U.S. Drought Monitor + Update 

- Drought History in Kansas 

- Drought Plaguing Kansas 

- How Farmers Conserve Water 

- Flickner Innovation 

- Western Kansas Farmers Combating 

- Ogallala Aquifer Article  

- Farmers Rely Heavily on Ogallala 

- Water Withdrawls and cuts 

- Water Management 

 

Livestock: 
In the past year, 11 Kansas counties experienced outbreaks of Highly Pathogenic Avian 

Influenza (HPAI), posing risks to the state's livestock industry. Enhancing biosecurity measures 

and promoting industry awareness are crucial to mitigating the potentially devastating impacts. 

How can on-farm biosecurity efforts and awareness be improved in the Kansas agriculture 

industry? 

- KDA Biosecurity Resources 

- KDA Foreign Animal Disease Response 

- KDA Emergency Preparedness Exercise 

- NBAF Information 

- NBAF Article 

- Preparing for an Animal Disease Outbreak 

- Avian Flu in Kansas 

- Avian Flu Information 

 

 

https://kfb-my.sharepoint.com/personal/johnsona_kfb_org/Documents/-%09https:/zipgrow.com/how-a-hydroponic-garden-transformed-this-kansas-school/
https://www.weather.gov/ict/drought
https://www.ksn.com/weather/weather-stories/rain-helped-but-the-kansas-drought-remains-a-problem/
https://www.hppr.org/hppr-news/2022-08-24/here-are-7-ways-this-dry-hot-year-stacks-up-against-the-worst-droughts-in-kansas-history
https://kansasreflector.com/2023/05/23/with-only-weeks-until-winter-wheat-harvest-drought-still-plagues-kansas/
https://kansasfarmfoodconnection.org/spotlights/irrigation-how-kansas-farmers-conserve-water
https://www.govtech.com/news/kansas-farmer-launches-new-innovation-farm-project
https://www.agdaily.com/weather/multi-year-drought-compounds-stress-for-western-kansas-farmers/
https://thecounter.org/kansas-ogallala-aquifer-high-plains-decline-charles-koch/
https://howwerespond.aaas.org/community-spotlight/kansas-farmers-minimize-water-use-as-the-southern-great-plains-become-more-arid/
https://www.circleofblue.org/2018/world/kansas-farmers-cut-ogallala-water-use-and-still-make-money/
https://kansasreflector.com/2022/05/16/why-an-ambitious-effort-to-overhaul-kansas-water-management-fell-short/
https://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/division-of-animal-health/animal-diseases/biosecurity-resources
https://kema.org/resources/Documents/Conferences/2017/Ag%20Response.pdf
https://kfb-my.sharepoint.com/personal/johnsona_kfb_org/Documents/-%09https:/www.hutchnews.com/story/news/2016/12/11/kansas-to-exercise-foreign-animal/20972943007/
https://www.usda.gov/nbaf/faqs
https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/news/article/2023/05/24/national-bio-agro-defense-facility
https://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/EAD-Risk-Management-Manual.pdf
https://www.agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/division-of-animal-health/animal-diseases/avian-influenza
https://ksoutdoors.com/Hunting/Migratory-Birds/Avian-Influenza-Bird-Flu-Information

